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to discover the hidden truths of nature. They would have
agreed with Milton that the mind or fancy is apt to rove
unchecked until taught by experience
That not to know at large of things remote
From use, obscure and suttle, but to know
That which before us lies in daily life,
Is the prime Wisdom, what is more, is fume,
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence,
And renders us in things that most concerne
Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and still to seek.1
Furthermore, according to Bacon at least, at schools, academies,
and colleges, 'everything is found adverse to the progress of
science. For the lectures and exercises there are so ordered,
that to think or speculate on anything out of the common way
can hardly occur to any man'.2
In spite of these handicaps there were men whose desire to
know more about the secrets of nature was as profound as that
of the early discoverers who crossed the ocean to explore the
New World.3 This zeal to advance the frontiers of knowledge,
this burning curiosity to disclose the unknown and, in Bacon's
phrase, this striving to enlarge 6the bounds of human empire,
to the effecting of all things possible',4 combined to give birth
to modern science.
| In discussing the history of science under the early Stuarts,
ills natural to begin with Francis Bacon. His services to science
were threefold. In the first place, as stated elsewhere, he gave
it a wonderful advertisement,5 though it is important to notice
that his influence was not great until science began to become
fashionable about the middle of the century, except at Oxford,
where his influence began to be important in the i64O3s.
Secondly he advocated the inductive method and stressed
the importance of experiments. Thirdly he obviated one of
the great dangers threatening scientists—that their conclusions
might incur the condemnation of the church.
According to him, what the sciences needed was a form of
induction to analyse experience, and by a process of exclusion
and rejection lead to an inevitable conclusion.6 In order that
1	Paradise Lost, Bk. viii, 11. 191-7.   Cf. Donne's poem 'The First Anniversary*.
2	Works, iv. 89.
3	The comparison occurred to Sir Thomas Browne, who spoke of 'the America
and untravelled parts of truth'.	+ New Atlantis, in Works, iii. 156.
5 See below, p. 407.	6 Works, iv. 25.

